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A. PURPOSE: 

 
To establish a formal policy for calculating eligibility for federal financial aid based on 
repeated coursework. 
 

B. POLICY: 
 
The Department of Education has established regulations which impact students who 
repeat courses. These repeat courses may impact financial aid eligibility and awards for 
Federal Title IV financial aid. In order for a repeated course to count toward financial aid 
enrollment status for financial aid purposes, students may only repeat a previously passed 
course once (a total of two attempts). If the student enrolls in a previously repeated 
course for a third time, this course will not count towards enrollment for financial aid 
purposes. This rule applies whether or not the student received aid for earlier enrollments 
in the course.  
 

C. ELIGIBILITY 
 

• A student may receive aid when repeating a course for the first time. 
 

• A student may receive aid when repeating a course that was previously failed or 
withdrawn from regardless of the number of times the course was attempted and 
failed. (Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy still applies). 

 
• A student may receive aid to repeat a previously passed course one additional 

time. If a student fails the second attempt no more financial aid will be given to 
repeat the course a third time. If the second attempt is a withdrawal then it is 
allowable for a third attempt.  

 
• One a student has completed any course twice with a grade; he or she is no longer 

eligible to receive aid for that course. If a student retakes a course that is not aid 
eligible, the credit hours will be excluded from the financial aid enrollment for 
that semester.  
 

 



D. PROCEDURES: 
 

1. The Director of Financial Aid (or designee) will review the repeated coursework 
query that has been developed. 

a) PeopleSoft Navigation:  UMES Custom Programs -> Financial Aid 
-> Reports -> Repeated Coursework 

 
2. The Director of Financial Aid (or designee) will review the academic transcripts 

for the students identified as repeating courses. 
 

3. Awards will be adjusted based on the compliance/noncompliance of the student 
with repeated coursework regulations. 

 
E. Examples 

 
1. Allowable: Repeated coursework may be included if the student received a falling grade  

or withdrew from the class. There is no limit on the number of repeats if the student does  
not pass the class.  

  
2.  Allowable: A student takes Biology 110 and receives a grade of W or F. The student 

repeats the class and receives a D. For financial aid the student is considered to have now 
passed the class. He or she may repeat the class one more time and receive financial aid.  
If on the second attempt if the student receives a W then the student can repeat the class 
again, if a grade is assigned including an F then the student cannot repeat the course 
again and the class cannot be counted for enrollment purposes for financial aid.  

  
3.  Not Allowable: A student takes Biology 110 and receives a D. The student repeats the 

course and makes a B. The Biology 110 course cannot be considered for financial aid 
enrollment on the third repeat.  

  
4.  Allowable: Courses that are intended to be repeated multiple times such as Independent 

Studies, Special Topics, Thesis and Dissertation.  
  

5.  Not Allowable: A student is enrolled in 12 credit hours, including 3 credit hours that are 
considered to be a third repeat; therefore only 9 credits will count toward financial aid 
eligibility.  
 

When counting credits to determine aid eligibility for that semester, repeated classes will be 
excluded from the financial aid eligible credit count. This may mean less Pell Grant if the 
eligible credits are less than 12 credit hours. No subsidized or unsubsidized loans can be awarded 
if the financial aid eligible credits are less than 6 credits for undergraduate students (graduate 
students will be calculated based on units).  



  
 1st Attempt 2nd Attempt 3rd Attempt Is Class FA Payable for the enrolled 

Semester 
Course 1 F D Enrolled Yes 
Course 2 C Enrolled -- Yes 
Course 3 D C Enrolled No 
Course 4 D F Enrolled No 
Course 5 W F Enrolled Yes 

 
Explanations of the Above Examples:  

 
Course 1: Yes, these credits are included in the financial aid enrollment because the student is 
allowed to repeat any failed or withdrawn course until a passing grade is received. Once a 
passing grade is received, financial aid can pay for the course again. If a grade of A, B, C, D, or 
F is made on the third attempt; the course will not count again in the calculation for financial aid 
enrollment.   
 
Course 2: Yes, these credits may be counted, even though it was previously passed, because it is 
the first time the class is being repeated.  
 
Course 3: No, this course was previously passed and this is the third attempt. Two attempts are 
the maximum attempts these credits can count toward financial aid enrollment, because the 
course has been previously passed. \ 
 
Course 4: No, the class credits are no longer considered for financial aid eligibility because it 
has been previously passed, and this is the second time it is being repeated. 
  
Course 5: Yes, because this course has never been passed so it may still be counted toward 
financial aid enrollment. 
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