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RESEARCH PAPER FORMAT: APA Publication Manual (7th ed., 2020) 
 
 
 

Title Page  
• Page Numbering Page numbers should be sequential and located in the upper right-hand corner of each 

page. This is best facilitated by creating a header. Note: There is no longer a running 
head for student papers. 

• Title of Paper The title should be three or four (double-spaced) lines below the top margin, centered 
and bolded.  

• Author and  
   Affiliation 

Two (double-spaced) lines from the title: your name; the department for which you are 
writing the paper with the university name; the course number and complete course 
name; the name of the professor; and the due date (ex. May 14, 2020). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

First Page  
• Abstract Your professor may require an abstract with keywords. 

 
 
 

Second Page  
• Body of Paper The first line is the title (centered and bolded). First paragraph is indented (see above). 

 
 
 

Formatting Paper  
• Font Choose a readable font. Examples: Times New Roman 12 pt., Calibri 11 pt., Arial 11 pt. 

• Margins 1” margins at the top, bottom and both sides of the paper. 

• Spacing Double-space the entire paper and the reference list. Leave only one space after periods 
and other punctuation. 

• Paragraphs  Indent the first line of each new paragraph one-half inch from the left margin by using 
the tab key. 

• Quotations Short quotations are not set off from the text but do require quotation marks. Example: 
 

        Even using Posner’s (2004) modified ethnic measurement, Nigeria ranked in the top 

       ten most “ethnically fractionalized” countries in Africa (p. 857). 

 
Long quotations (40 words or more) are indented one-half inch from the margin and 
remain double spaced. Quotation marks are not needed. The in-text citation comes after 
the closing punctuation mark. 

 

 
Click APA Sample Paper to link to Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL). 
 
 
 
 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html


 
IN-TEXT CITATIONS: APA Publication Manual (7th ed.) 
 

 
APA requires that you document the sources in your research paper by using in-text (or parenthetical) citations at 
the end of each sentence in which quoted, paraphrased or summarized material appears. Each source cited within 
the paper must be listed on the References page. Below are common in-text citations. 
 

 

 
 

In-Text Citation: Known as the Jasmine Revolution, “it sparked similar protests in Egypt and Libya 

inaugurating the Arab Spring” (Chomiak, 2011, p. 70). 

Reference Page:  Chomiak, L. (2011). The making of a revolution in Tunisia.” Middle East Law and 

Governance, 3:68-83. http://doi.org/10.1163/2011 

 
 
 

In-Text Citation: According to Beissinger (2017), the public mobilization that occurred during the Jasmine 

Revolution was due to a strong “virtual” civil society because it was initiated primarily 

through social media networks and not through face-to-face associations that are crucial for 

“conventional” civil society (p. 351). 

Reference Page: Beissinger, M. R. (2017, April). Conventional and virtual civil societies in autocratic 

regimes. Comparative Politics, 351-371. https://scholar.princeton.edu/sites/  

 

 
 
 

In-Text Citation: The NCA worked extensively with civil society organizations (Redissi & Boukhayatia, 

2015, p. 1).  

Reference Page: Redissi, H., & Boukhayatia, R. (2015). The National Constituent Assembly of Tunisia and 

civil society dynamics. EUSpring,1-20. http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/pais/ 

research 

 

 
 
 

In-Text Citation: “To confirm Claudius's guilt, Hamlet arranges for a play that mimics the murder [of his 

father]… (“Hamlet,” n.d.). 

Reference Page: Hamlet. (n.d.). https://www.folger.edu/hamlet 
 

 
 

In-Text Citation: After the Arab Spring and the installation of its interim government, Tunisia’s Freedom 

House scores rose from 6 to 3.5 in 2012 – and to 2 in 2015 (Freedom House). 

Reference Page: Freedom House. (2018). Freedom in the world: Nigeria. https://freedomhouse.org/report/ 

freedom-world/2018/Nigeria 
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One author – include author’s last name and page number(s) from which the information is taken. 

If author’s name is used in the sentence – include just the page number(s). 

Two authors – include the last names of both authors. Three authors – use first author with et al. 

Work with no author or date – include a shortened title of the work and n.d. for no date. 

Website – include author’s last name (or publisher) and page numbers, if available. 


