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CHAPTER II
FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE

_Duriﬁg the perioq,l910-1936, Princess Anne Academy
embarked on an ambitiopsépducational program that would
transform the institution from a high school to a fJ*l—
fledged four year éoliege. This was accomplished undé; the
direction of Thomas W. Kiah, the fifth principalﬂ Kia@
succeeded Frank Trigg, who left Princess Anne to»beZQ;incipal
of the Virginia Collegiate and Industrial Institute ih.
Lynchburg, Morgan's other branch campus. Kiah remaiged?gf
Princess Anne as principal for twenty six years udFil h%éﬂ
death in 1936, the, longest tenure held by a head of thef |
institution. Under Kiah's leddership the Eastern;ﬁranéh ik
responded to the demands of World War I, the inno%gtions oﬁi
the 1920's, and the changing mood of the 1930's, :?he impaé£\\
of divergent educational philosophies, the racial’e¢limate,
the depression, and state and national political events

affected the aétivities of Princess Anne Academy. How the

school responded and adapted to these éeveIOpments,sheds

light on the higher education of the Negro on the Eastern

Shore at this time,
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The question of emphasizing an academic curriculum
over an industrial one was the first issue resolved by Kiah.

According to The Morgan College Bulletin, publighed irregu-

Princess Anne Academy, the problem of corrdlating the acadenic

|

|

larly by the Industrial Press on the  Academy campus, "at \
1 |

and industrial courses 1s receiving most careful attention."

The students had a varied curriculum ranging from agriculture

to zoology. The emphasis of the academic program was the

“"acquisition and use of the English language.'" Subjects in ;

mathematics, science, and art were relatéd to English courses

and those in the industries. /The industrial arts'courges

stressed teacher trdining.) Yet all of the students were

required to take one or more industrial subjects. Iﬁ\fact,

no'gtuﬂent could graduate in the academic course withdﬁ; ?f

graduating in one or more courses of practical industry.? i
By 1913 all students were required to work on the

Academy farm at least once a week. The Academy institutéd

a military style dress code. Tbe uniforms, including a cap,

cost each male $10. The dress for the fedale students costic

$5. When working on the farm or in the shops, the students \\

had to wear overalls and a blouse. Exercises in military j 

drill were daily activities for the men while the%women had

calisthenics since "drill contributes both to gooé health

and good order." The Princess Anne Academy Band was

3 3, h

1The Morgan College Bulletin, II, No. 6 (Industrial
Press, Princess Anne Academy, 1909), p. 84. .

pulletin. op. cit., 1I, Nos. 7 & 8, 1910-1911, ,
pp. 43-45. |
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arganized, furnishing muSical éntertainment and instruction

at 25¢ per pupil for upkeep of the instruments.3 At gradu-

,a;ion, the students held their first Industrial Exhibit, All

of the trade departments had exhibits, reports, and products.

Various demonstrations showed how to separate milk, churn

Iy

g'buttef{ hatch chickens, sew, cook, sét type, etc. Highlighting

f-

o

,ﬂ; the program was the Academy's welding ¢lass who sang the

/.
r\”Einker s Song" while demonstrating thelr abilities,* The

Acadomy also offered a six week gudmer school emphasizing

English, arithmetie, agriculture, domestic science, psychology,

and a history of eddcation in Maryland, with additional

lectures and excursions. Eight faturty membexrs plus Principal

Kiah taught eight students for the summer of 1913.5

Oh April 25, 1913, a teacher's institute was coo-
ducted at the Academy with speaders from the U. S. Bureau of
Education and the Maryland Agriculfusal College. Dr, F, B,
Jenks from the Bureau spoke on "The Farm and the Teacher,"
lecturing his dudience that "the farm should be carried into
the normal school especially." Professor William Simon from

the College continued the theme whén he spoke on farm and

factory labor in Mdryldand. He réditerated that "the school . -

needs to come into closer communication with the farm!' The

final speaker was John O. Spencer, President of Morgan, who

JBulletin, op. cit., IV, Nos. 7 & 8,:1913-1914,
pp. 50-53, .

4Bulletin, on, cit., June 1913, p. 86.

Bulletin, op. cit., IV, Nos. 7 & 8, p. 54,
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County have great things in store if they but only-work for
}
them,"® L

The Academy's industrial department came to the aild
of the town of Princess Anne at the end of 1913, A fire on

- December 28th on Main Street completely destroyed tha home,

equipment, and files of the printer of the Marylander an&?k
. kR
Herald, the town's newspaper.. As a result, the presswork i*,\

' of the paper was then done on the Academy press.’ ; W

t

Various issues of The Morgan Colleze Bulletin cdntaiﬁéd

\
l
I '{; reassured his colored audience that ‘'the teachers of Somerset
’ articles favoring industrial education. One issue reprinted \
| 4 ﬁ,;a excerpts from "The keport on the Society for the Promotion of |
l" Industrial Eduéation," which called for "improving the ‘
,lz ,f educational status of the skilled workmen, to increase tﬂeir
f number and efficiency, to co-operate with teachers and
1 educators in securing proper instructors and directors for
|

the trade schools."8 Another issue quoted Dr, Joha J. Tigert,

:;ﬁ the Commissicner of Education, who stated that "if we had long

population, the increase in the value of our producfs, both

agricultural and manufactured, would have been incaiéulably'

great."9

| , ago made provigion for the technical education of our Negro
I
|
ilf ®Bulletin, op. cit., V, No.»5, May 1913, p. 65.

7Bulletin, op. cit., VI, No. I, Jenuary 1914, p, 1.

8Bulletin, op. cit., VII, No. I, January 1915, p. 149.

|

|

| 9Bulletin, 8p. cit., VIII, No. 10, December 1916,
K . 129. ,

| p
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Naturaily a speech by a student at the Acadeay on

4 1y

' 4 "The Growth of Industrizl Education' won first prize in the

| Academy's oratory contest, The student declaimed the n2ed

’ i for wore “industrial schools, farms and shops like Hampton \
and Tuskegee Instdtute aad our own school, Princess Auane - }
Academy. The time is 6o more in which man 1s judged oaly by

-

3 R's..., but he is being measured as well by 3 H's--head,

heart and hand; trained o some definite object ia the
n10

indugirial callings.
Although tha.federal govemnment supported black land |
grant education with the passage of the second Morrill Act ; f
of 1320, it was not uniil 19156 that the U. S, Office of
Educatisn concernad itsell with a formal evaluation of the
quality of education at these schools. In 1911 the Buresau

of Zducatioa cailled upon Thomas Jasse Jones to make a rzport

SR Vw0 T

for the Phelps-Stokes Fund on tha status and statistics of
Negro education, ‘Jones, a native of Wales, and formar ‘ |
chaplain at Hampton Iastitute, worksd as an educational
statisticlan for the Census Buresau before he undertook the |
3 survey of the Negro schools, -1 |
ik s
| s [ The Phelps-3tokes survey team visitad Princess Aane !
in October, 1915, and described the Academy as "a small well-
, ﬁi; managed achool of secondary grade with a few pupils in

elementary clagses,! Effort is made tp adapt the work to the

105u1lerin, op, cit., XIV, No. 5, May 1922, p. 45.

1lcharles William Dabney, Universal Education in the

Y
: i South, (Chapel Hill, 1936), pp. 457-458,




kg

i

Y

R a4

ooy TR

-+

fre

4

4
2
-

needs of rural teachers, Manual tralalng and agriculture,
though well-taught, ave subordlaated to literary studies."l12

Although the reported enrollmant foxr the year was 159, the

survey found only 123 students in attenlanca at the institution--

£ifty one males and seventy two females. Eighty students

-boarded -on the Academy girounds, Thirty =ight pupils were in

the elementary program; sixty three puplls were in ths normal
department; and twanty two were enrollad In the collage

preparatory department. The faculty, "all colored," totaled
twelve. 13 The chief difference between the sohool's college

prepatatory program and the "Industrial prograam in the. \
l\

curriculum, Jones fownd, layvin the inciusionvof Latin as é
requifemént for the college bound., All pupils in the secondary
department at Piincess Anne were requirved to take twenty
,peribds per week in Industries, This probably reflactzd the
view that while a literary education was intallectually
desirable, lundustrial training would help students survive

hard times. The school ncw hal regdlarly scheduled summex

1 11}

segssions arvauged fox the improvemesnt of rural tezchers.
For 1915, attendance numbered thirty five.l4
The physical plant consiszted of eleven buildings-~

th2 main building, two dormitories, students' dining room,

L2Thomas Jesse Jones, et., al., Negro Education: A
Study of the Private and Higher Schools for Colored Peonle
in the United States, Bureau of Educgtion, Bulletin No. 39,
(Washington, 1916), p. 325,

131bsd., p. 326.

141p14,
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mechanics building, and number of cottages and barns. The

buildings werz in good condition, "but fire nrotectioﬁ is
ihadequate,."!? The Academy had $2000 in library books, $1500
in livestock, and $4950 in sclentific apparatus and machinery.
The land, consisting of 118 acres, was worth about $6000.16

The Academy operated on a budget of $10,000 from federal

A

/
anpropriations; -$5328 including tuition and fees, scholarships,

and obher sources: and $7676 from the boarding department and

| ? the farm‘17

Another surveyv conducted bygkhe General Education
Board reported on educatjon in Maryland. This commission
" eorcvrred with the Phelps~Stoke§ Report and noted that Princess
f | é . Aﬁge with ite "good-sized farm, rather ample quarters and
? l; ; | equipment, attempts to ﬁrepare.elementary colored teacher,?

The Bos2rd also stated tnat federal appropriations "has made

3]

oriculture and agricultural pursuits prominent and (has)

given the school andiddustrial. atmosphere,"18

B P

s Following the nublication of the Phelps-Stokes Survey
} of Negro education, Americans focused greater attention on

|

tha black colleges. Under the light of public scrutiny,

ssuthewrn legislatures gave better financial support to the

’

: s 15

=

Ibid., p. 327,
r 5 | 164,

e -
e T

Yipig, ‘
i n 16A.braham Flexner and Frank P. Bachman, Public

I Education in Marylaund: A Report to the Maryland Education
Survey Commisgion, (New York, 1916), p. 78.
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1890 schools and many improvements wevre initlated, Princess
Anne Academy was given more attention and, most importaat, a
bit more modey to carry out the school's programs, Although
the Maryland Legislature regularized and locreased state
avpropriations to the Academy, it paid no attention to the
recommendation of the Phelps-Stokes survey that ''the provi-
sion of the land-grant act for agricultural and mechanical
tfaining be more fully recognized in the general management
ofithe schobl."19 fihe mandate was clear, If Princess Anne

Academy were to fulfill its educational mission as preséribed

by the 1890 law, it had to develop and be funded in ways

similar to that of the 1862 collegg in the statet>
Unfortunately the Academy was denied access to land

gfant revenues, The Smith-Lever Act of 1914 provoded federal

‘and matching state funds for farm and home demonstration

agents., Yet the Smith-Lever Act was structured to give
maximum benefits to the 1862 schools, Princess Anne Acadeny,
therefore, was squeezed out of the vital £ield of agriéultural
extension work, The State declined to establish an agri-
cultural experiment station at the Academy, thus denying
thbusands of black farmers in Maryland the benefits of
agricultural research directed towards solving their problems
with crops and livestock, Maryland was not unique. "Bot one
of the states which supports a separaté land-grant coliege

for Negroes has éstablished in connection with the ins#itution

for Negroes an experiment station,'" according to John W. Davis,

1%ones, op. cit., p. 327.
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the noted scholar on black land grant education.zo Extension
work, providing "instructlonm and practical deomonstrations in
agriculiure and homz ocenomics to pessons not attending the

Land~grait colleza' could have donz much to bolster the

éxtension service, endowment, and instrqctipncZI This lack
of adequste cooperative extengion support for Negroes in

rural zreas “robs lend-grant colleges for Negroes of -a. type
of oupport which ie egsential to thalr propér expansion and

developnent ., 22

3

The Aczdemy £inallvy had thres.female extension agents

a9

2ad one male county agent {(all solored), attached to Priancess
Anne by 1917, The agents mére than ‘proved their worth and
provided nasdaed sarvices to thelr naglected rural Negro
aonztituantz, Wirh the appointment of Louils Martin as

n

"ecolored Farm Demonstrator.," up-to-date farm practices naw

raachad tha Negro farmers on the shore, According to the

RBiarainl Renovt eof. tha Marvland Aericultural College, "ghe
nxoduction of orzhard £ruits, small fruits and Begetabléa

has very greatly increased with the. extended development of

2CJohn W) Davis, "The Negro Land-Grant College;"
The Journal of Nepgre Edueation, II, {(July, 1933), p. 319.

211n44,, p. 320, S
221014, , 7. 321, |
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the State College work, especkally in the control of insect
pests and plant diseases."23 '
Princess Anne Acaéemy gradually expanded the course
work of its Iadustrial and Mechanic Arts Departments. The
main emphasis was in agricultural work to ''develop in the
young men a hearty appereciation of agriculiure as a vocation,"2%
The students were instructed in crobtkﬁising, dairying,
poultry add hog raising, and tracking and market gardening.
The school participated in a farm drainage project under the
aegis of the Department of Agriculture. Due to the high
water table and flatness of the Eastern Shore, proper drainage
was necessary for successful cultivation. The Academy farm
was set up as a farm drainage demonstration and achieved a
reduction of insect pests and lengthier &illage without
injuring the 80i1,2% The Academy also kept a small herd of
Guernseys and a thoroughbred bull that was used by the farmers
in the area to improve their stock, Plans now included
instruction for the female students not only in domestic
science and art but also in poultry raising and home gardening.
The mechanical arts courses in blacksmithing,
carpentry, printing, woodworking, wheklwrighting, sewing,
dressmaking, housekeeping, cooking, and laundering were

increasing their enrollments. Students now spent half their

23Bienﬁial Report of the Maryland Agricultural
College, (Baltimore, December 1917), p. 88,

2581534,

231pid., pp. 88-89.
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time in agricultursl or industrial courses. It was hoped
that those students taking the courses would 'be able to
improve conditions in the neighborhoods ‘to which hhey go or
to pursue advanced courses of mecharical instruction,"26

The students kept the buildings, furhitdre, and machiﬁery in
repair and constructed a wing to the iron-working building.
Those in the printing department print the the stationery for
the school and do outsidf.jobs wnen available,

For 1917, the faculty consisted of nine male and six
female instructdrs. ?hey'taught a total of 143 students,
including twenty eight eﬁrolled in the summer school,Z27

Principal Kiah asked fér a new dormitory for men,

"so0 that a larger number may be drawn into agriculture, trades
and industries," The Academy also needed a bétter equipped
iron-working building and a building for domestic science and
arts as well as sheds for farm machinery. Kiah proposed

that a night school be started for those who work during the
day. He also asked that a tractor be purchased to reduce

the number of draft animals since 'corn is $é or more per
bushel," And Kiah also requested that further provision be
made through Morgan College for students to go on to advanced
agricultural course work, 28

The State Board of Agriculture commented that the

Princess Anne Academy ''is doing fine work for the colored

people and these is great need of enlargement." The ‘Board

o

201h1d., p. 89.

271bida,, p. 91.

281b14., p. 90. : ~
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recommended that if money were available an adjoining farm

costing $10,000 be purchased. The Legislature gave its

‘approval, authorizing the State to buy the Farm, thereby

adding seventy nine acres plus a house and barn to the
Academy. Rejected was the recommendation that an agricultural
building costing $15,000 be zpproved for construction.2d
Disaster struck the Academy in 1918, The main
administration building with all of the school's meager
records burned. Fortunately Morgan College appropriated
$30,000 to rebuild the facility. A barn also went up in
smoke but the school received $9,700 from its insurance.
For the 1918-1919 academic year, enrollmentsyincluded forty
three men and ninety seven women. E3even students graduated,
Genzral science and music were added to the curriculum,30
-Once again Kish asked for a suitable building for
instruction and classroom use., Algo cited on hils' list was
the construction of a silo and a greeahouse "for ﬁﬁe study
of seed and plant propagation in the winter time," and tbe
completion and stocking of a dalry barn on the recently
purchased farm, Kiah called for greater support by the State
of, the:Academy to provide increésed'facilvtles for college
education iq agriculturo and mechanic arts, He predicted
that "a greaﬁ\influx of students is certa.n to take placN

becsuse of the.increasing interest in eﬂucation-&technical, K\

291b4d,, pp@ 142 144. Biennial Repért XVI (October ;‘
1919), p. T2L."" ’ "

3081 ennial Report, XVI (October 1919), pp. 120-121.

e
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indestrial, and scientiﬁi;:-fok colored people.“31 Evidently
the powers at College Park agreed with Kiah's aépraiaal that
“the needs for better indusitrial education of the colored
vace are evident." The Board recommended that $56,000 be
tudgeted for an aéricultural bullding, increased farm drainage,
and the ccmpletion of the barn,32

The outbraalt of Workd War I tended to reinforce pre-
vailing tendencies at Priﬁcess Anne Academy. Dependence of
the federal goverament on southern faxmers for food production
made the United States eSpecially-coﬁscious of the &fdotts of
the Negro in food comservation and food production. Ernest
Atwell, a graduate of Tuskegee, directed hhe activities of
Negroes on the domestic faxrm Lront from his office at the Food
Administration ia Washington.'_Atwelllused the 1890 schools
1a .the south as centers for the dissemination of information
andé expertise on food produétion for the war effort., Thus,
jndustrial and agricultural education at 1890 instictucions
such as Pfincess Aane Academy seemed to compliment not only
current raclal thinking but American patriotism d&ring the
international conflict,?3 5

The return. to "moxmalcy" saw Frincess Anne Akedemy

undergoing a few changes while keeping its basic philosophy

intsct. The Academy now had an athletic direceoxr who also

taught horticulture and chemistry. The students were busy .

4 Y

3l1piqa., p. 121,

321p1d., pp. 155-157. -
33John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A .
Bistory of Negro Americans, (3rd ed., New York, 1967), p. 471.

\
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getting an athlefic field in sh;pe for basgeball and tennis,
Many clubs proliferated on the campus. The Buccess Club put
on a literary and musical concert. The "Correct English Ciub"
was formed to 'promote the use of good English both within
and without the Club," Carl Diton, the “leading pianist of
the race,"” performed in recital on the new piano in the
Chapel.34

The Academy continued to host various farmers' and
teachers' conferencgs. At the annual meeting of the Maryland
State Colored Teachers Association held on campus, county
supervigsors held conferences with eleméntary, high school and
manual training teachers. Jolige Robert F. Duer of the Circuit
Court of Somerset County was the keynote speaker. In his
spegch recounting the prﬁgress made by the Negro race, he
"agsured the teachers that the time was not far distance when
they would receive saiaries more nearly ccmmensqraté with
their work,"3> ‘

(it was. not until 1921 that the Maryland Agricultural
College formally decided to take a more active interest in
its Eastern Shore Branch, )Through the years 1899-192b a total
$25,000 was given to the Academy from state funds., The
budget for 1921 alone, however, equaled $12,420. The college

decided "to build there an institution along the same line

34 . .
ulietin, op, cit., X, No, 3, (Mfarch 1918), p. 46.
XI, No. 9, (Novambor 15167, p. B2. 'XIi, No. 7, (December
1920), pp. 57-59.

35Ipid., XIIL, No. 8, (January 1921), p. 65.




A N

1521), p

. Jay
. Eduecation, (N

40

ard high standard as Tuskegee and Hampton.”36 Yet the

repeated vequests by Principal Kiah for classrooms, labora-

tories, and shop buildings were ignored. The school did

receive a small appropr;dtwon for a portable building,

On the state level, the legilslature wasagtbesit

ambivaient towerds Princess Anne Acadeny, Many in Annapolis

felt that both fhe school and the region in @hich it was
located were hopelessgl ;ﬁackwardt In 1921 the Flexner

survey reported to the governor and the legislatorse on the

‘prospects for higher education on the Eastern Shore, The

economic and reral conditions of the region were such that
the task force concluded that the area could give "ooc promise
of the support vf a first class college." While the Flexner
report was thinking of a "white" céllegekon the Eastern
Shore, the implicstions for a black college were obuious,37
Despite the negetive attitude towards the Eastern Shore and
tizher eéducation for Negroes, Princess Anne Academy was in
tha process 'of %haaging‘its educationzl zims. Kish, in-con-
junction with Forgan College and the Maryland Agricultural
College, was workiug out a curriculum "with a‘view to making
Princess Anne Academy a junior college;"38

By the 1920's 2 pattern of ipstitutional development

%
was clearly discernsble at Princess Anne Lcadeny, In its

[ #%)

at Report, op, cit., XIX; No.'1l, (October 1,
2%,

631enni
1z, p.

7Flcxner and Bachman, op, cit., p. 1C.

W -

33 S, Stowell, Methodist Adventures in Megro
ew York, 1922), P. 91,

} - -~

i




T

]

—

external relations with the federal government the Academy
had to'deal with agencies that urged the school to fulfill
its land grant mission and at the same time denied the school
the mecessary financial resources for this mission. While
the govemnment declined to play an effective and positive
role in the implementation and direction of the school's
educational program, it severely criticized the Academy for
"ineffectiyp administration."? 9
Another problem for éhe ingtitution was the matter
of having to operate "under the bifurcated administration of
the State of Harylandtand a private self-perpetuating board
of...trustees, which includes twelve white and twelve Negro
men." This board of trustees was the ssme one that governed
Morgan College. The pfesident of Morgan College was also
the president of Princess Anne.%0 Thomas Kigh, the principal
of the Academy, was a graduate of Morgan and vran the school
to the advantage of the overseers at his alma mater. As most
of the Academy's students were enrolied in the secondary
department, Morgan administered the institution more as its
prep school than as an 1890 land grant ‘institution in its
own right, As Morgan College emphasized its coldegiate
syllabus, Princess Anne's curriculum turned more and more to
industrial education and teacher training as it gradually

railéd its standards end horizons b§ intooducédng college level.

. 2

course work,

39Jones, op. cit., pe 123,

%% rihor J. Klein, Suxvey of Megro Colleges and
‘Universities, Bureau of Education, Bulletin No. 7, (Washington,

1928), p. 170. '
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By 1921 Kiah's faculty consisted of nine men and six
women, teaching a student body of seventy three men and 107
women. The thirteen graduates, two men and eleven women,
feceiveﬂ certificates in industry and a scholastic diploma,

In the school year all students were required to spend equal

‘tiwe divided between scholastic subjects and industrial

courses. The hope of the administration was to "develop
especially in agriculture, horticulture, truck gérdening
and kindred subjects a tﬁorough, up-to-date school,”" The
course of study would now be redirected ''not...to abandon
cultural courses of iﬁstruction, but to ig3ustrate and develop
a cultural course by practical experimentation." The ald of
the Academy was to furhish the Negroes '"with the required
training for successful farm life," By pouring more money
into Princess Anune’ to develop its agricultural and indastrial
departments, the school hoped to “turn the minds of many to

industrial and agricultural pursuits who would otherwise wish

to choosa professional subjects,'" The administration vequested

more money to ba spent for buildings, laboratories, equipment,

dermitory space, and increased faculty and' thus grant "equal
honors and equal training to those who -choose the more prac-

tical lines of life,'#l On the staff now was a graduate of

Hampton, whose gpecialty was truck gardening and horticulture.

The scademy also had an orchard, The Farmer'!s Conference

beld by the school again met with widespread success, At

4i1bid,, pp. 145-147.
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long ‘last county demcnstration wock was increasing in
"{nrerest and effectivenass." WNot to be neglected was the
ceacher training department of the school. With the ex-
pénsion of black public education througioul the stéte,
there was a growing need for teschers in the colored schools,
The Academy's role in preperirg teachers was becoming move
active; ‘

The mixed blessing cf being partislly run by College
Park and Morgan sometimes worked to the Academy'é advanlage.
The Academy's administration and classrcom building that

was destroyed by five was rebullt at a cost of approximately

$35,000, These funds czme from tha Morgan College Corporation,

The State also provided $3500 for a portable building and

equipment to be used fer clasorcem instruction. One barn was
strﬁék by lightening and destroyed. This, too, was replaced
with funds from the stafe end insurance payaents. In
addition, faculty from College Park were giving valuable
assistance to the experimental farm work done ca the Academy
farm, Even though Princess Anne Acadaay was partially

owned by Morgan College (117 acyes of land) aad the State
(seventy three acraes of land}, in ceartain éespects the school
benefited ménetarily fron thisvpcculiar aggangemcnt.42

The cloager ties develoPing'hetweea Coliuge Park and

its Eastern Branch on a scholastic ahd racial level were
: )

¥
']

42pjennial Keport, op. cit., pp. 145-146,
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vefy much evident, as was the financial cooperation between

the Board of Trustees of College Park and the Officers of

-Morgan College with their aid for Princess Anne, This no

dpubt contributed much to the school's growing success.
"The co-operation of white men and colored men in a common
task of great importance augurs well for the future of this
school," claimed Principal Kiah,43

The early 1920'qfwere times of steady progress and
expansion for Princess Anne Academy {n terms of staff, en-
rollments, and curriculum, At the behest of the Federal
government, courgses of gtudy on the junior college level
were being developed for implementation in the near future
with the hope that teachers with more advanced training and
better equipwmmnt would be forthcoming., The school, there-
fore, needed additional teachers with higher salaries to
attract those talented and able to "adapt the work in
agriéulture, horticulture, animal husbandry and the like to
the best educational ideals.” The idea of ''making thé farm,

garden and orchard a real 3Rboratory of scientific training"

was the main thrust of the Academy's educational philosophy.

At this time, 1922-1923, the Academy was divided by
class ;nto two parts. In the morning one division worked on
the farm and the shops while the othex pursued the scholastic
courses, This was'reversed for the afterno?n. "Ia this way

M *

the entire school recelves training alike in scholastic

431bid,, XX, (1924), p. 89, pp. 138-140.

-~
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subjects and in agriculture and industry.'” The students
still kept up the maintenance of the physicii plant of the
Academy. They ran the farm machinery and repaired it when |
necessary; they built chicken houses and a tool shed. Work
continued on the farm and orchards. Louis Martin, the
demonstration agent, visited 2,216 colored farmers and gave
582 demonstrations on crops and livestock, It was noted,
however, that the annual farmer's conference should be more
respoasive “"to practical farm p?oblems and less to géneral
picnic affairs,y4*

Kiah waé principal over 133 students, seventy seven
nea and 111l women, and a faculty of sixteen., As usual he
requested additional clagsrooms, laboratories, dormitories,
andmpther buildings for his growing school, Kiah hoped that
the state would be more receptive to the school's financial
neads as it worked to improve the lot of the Negro, '"The
State's investmeﬁt in education, like its investment in good
roads and sanitation, yilelds constafitly increasing resfiras
in satisfaction and contentment of its citizens, the develop-
ment and congervation of its resources and the buildiang of a
better civilization for its children,"4>

. The next three years, 1923-19é6, saw some minor
chaqges‘in the Academy. After witnessing éteadily increased
enroliménts; the school had only 126 students for the 1925~

1926 school year. This was due to a 'number of reasons,

“1pid., p. 141,

451bid., p. 23.
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First, another fire, in February of 1924, destroyed one of
the main buildings of the dampug. With it went many.valuable
records of the school's earlier days. The Maryland Legis-~
lature in an emergency measure appropriated $40,000 to erect
a new building. Morgan College donated the land and the
building was constructed under the direction of the University
of Maryland, Of interest is tha fact that "after securing
blids, that a building only two-thirds the size required could

' One proposed wing,

be secured for the money availzble,'
therefore, was cut off to be added Qhen more money was appro-
priated, The mew building, ready in June 1926? contained an
agsembl® hall, administrative offices, clagsrooms, and -
dormitory space. Since additional dormitory space was un~ .
available, registration was kegt to 3 miniamum., The second
reason for lower enrollments was the growth of colored high
schools in the State., Now that "standard" high schools were
more available for the Negroes, the Acadeﬁy did not have to:
£111 the void. Princess Anne could coacentrate on its
college level curriculum. Indeed, the junior ccllege pro-
gram was in#fidted in the 1925-1926 term with four men
enrolled., The Academy had standardized the high school
curriculum because over one hundred pupila still made up the
bulk of tha_enrollments.46 | .

As in previous years, the students did as much work

as possible for the upkeep of the Academy. Estimates show

46Trienn1a1 Report of the Uniﬁersit of Marvyland
Septembexr 30, 1073-October I, 1926, p. 23, pp. 135-136,
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that tuose in the blackezmithipg department perficrmed about

' $2400 worth of work repairing squlpment and maintaining the

heating plant for the school over the thrae year period. Tae

’

wood working departaent provided $5000 in work ranzing from

bullding and repairing furniiture, general coastruction,

painting, and interior decorating. The Academv's presses

too“ care of all zhe prianting nseds for the school and

contra»ted outside work ﬂs w2il, In addition, the farm and
) 3

< &=

gardens were utilized "to'p oduce such vagatablas, dazry

-pfoducts and ncat supplies asmmay be needed and consumad on

the grounds,"#7

Once more the administration put in requpsts for an

*

ce, esp 1k11j in the 110ht of the new

8
5]

adequate teaching fo

juniozr college curriculum, More focilities for ztudents gnd

animals, better equipment, classrooms and laboratorieg

rounded out the Academy's needs. How could Princess Anme

ever hope to provide equivalent instruction for thes "colored

race' under the Morrill Act when for one year $5000 was”

budgeted foxr buildings in oompdrlson to $1,062,500 .for the

~ 'Q '] ']
College Park C&mp&S?éV This separate and urequal f£inancial

disparity between the University of Maryland and its Eastern

t
Braach is further illustrated by the chart cn the following

pages

471p3d, L

+

483iennial Report, op, cit., XIX, (1921), pp. 145-146.
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TABLE 1,--Clagsification of Expenditures for Coilege Park
and Princess Anne, 1924-1925 '

éperating Exzpenses:

For Salaries $360,540,72 $17,106.67
" Wages ' 83,910.72 1,339.21
"  Chemicals & Lab. Supplies 6,158.39 . 132.19
1 * ¥Yest, Light, Power 13,820,65 4,008.36
. " Ppgtage, Stationery, Prntg. 12,448,.61 . 68.82
B " Telephone & Telegraph 3,468.27
| " Freight & Express 8,515.66 1,337.49
| ¥ Meats, Groceries, Lauadry 38,44%4.31
. " Seeds, Plants, Sundries 8,183.72 - 639,49
- “ Repairs to Motor Vehicles 1,636,938 ©191.25
. ‘" Gasoline & Oil 1,669.15 814,77
3 " Traveling Expenses 9,05L.65
15 " Fire Iasurance 7,397.06
I " 1Interest on Loaas 5,214,22
B " Rent. 1.023.99
o "  Agsociation Dues&& Bonds 773,00
. " Entertainment of Guests 808,24
1 "  Publications 7,000.50
N " Fertilizers 460,00 103.11
1= " Military Uniforma 1,651.44
1 ‘;' ¥ Feeding Stuffs 816.54 1,160.75 ‘N
1 " Cleaning Rugs, Windows, etc. 620,00 {
] W Music & Music Featival 460,00
1B " YMCA 145.81
L "* Refund St, Bd. of Ag. 500.00
M "M Miscellaneocus Expenses _650.417 1.25
- $630,455.11 $26,903,36
. ‘ 1 Outlay: A
1 Scientific Apparatus . $ 3,375.18
E |3 Furniture & Fixtures 10,170.67 5.45
s Tools &nMachinery 8,236,57 329,66
;“" Library Books 5,445,48
a Motor Vehicles 5,960 44 .
e cerscions & repoire _jilt o
| u g Alterations epairs 35 56,

id . ’ [ ] , o
Coliege Park's responsibility for maihtaining equal facilities ;
at its :
at its Eastern Branch under the Morrill Act was blatantly
ignored.ég'

497riennial Report, op. cit., Table VII.
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Princess Ante Academy managed to limp along. The

results of the Buresu of Fducation's Survey of Vepvo Colleges

and Universities conducted by Arthur J. Kleln. i1illustiate
2 y >

héw poerly the school fared during the latter part of the
1929's. e survgy polnted out the mejor weakassses that
confroated the school. Tue main criticisn was that Princass
Anne Acaﬁemy tad '"not: reallzed to any grest extent its
pqséibilities as the neggg iand=-grant célleéa of Maryland,"
There waré,many reasons why the survey case Lo this con-
clusion.so

Even though the survey comalttee noted that the

rh

school sufferad from a few disasterous fires, the annual

income received by the Lcadeny from State endd Fedaral appro-

=4

priations ag well as noney from Movgan Colleze and insurance
policies, “Yopportunitles seam L0 have existed for achievenent
£ar beyond that s far attzined by the schoél." In comparison
with other Negro colleges having incomes tess then that of
Princesa Anne, the survey cocumittee found these other schools
provided more students with better educational advantages.
Not ence did Princess Anne publish.its own catalogue which
practically all of the other cchoolsdddd, The Academy course

outline was only printed in the Morgan College catalogue,

and only irregularly at that ! . N

*

50%1ein, op. cit., p. 176.
5l1bid., vpd 176-177.
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The survey coazittee zecomsandad tiiat rincess Anne
ba»méde a separate institution with its own board of trustees
2hle to councentrate and daal with.the prcblems solely facing
the Academy. Then, the schosl should hava its cwa president
and be 2 separate.institut ca ac loager uadcr the aegis of
Morgah. AJ the Nezro land grant school of “'lyiand,'Princess
Anne should give special emphasis to its agricultural,

chgnic the and home economics prograas, raising ths
standard level of ed ivcation to that of juamiocr college grade,
There should not be a great disparity between its high
school courses, which were gradually beiug phased out, and
the first years of college. additiocu, the Acadeay should
concentrats on developing a stroag taacher trailuing program.
This wss e;pecially important bacause of the growing aead
forwﬁegro teachers iz the public school system throughout
the etate, The Acadeuxy's teacher education program should

ba of such high calibar tc e approved by the State Departument

e

af Zducatic 2,72

_ Priacess Anne Azadawmy also sufiered Lo iaternal
Aifiiculties as aall. As in the casz of many 1890 schools
2t tals time, authorizles at the Acadany were inexpeiiencad -
in accounting and racord management, The Iinances of the
school were often coatrelled by principals and trustees who

carried their accouats in their hats. Principal Kiah ran into

trouble with university authorities in 1932\ An audit




disclosed congiderable deficits in the management of the
\ ] school dining hall, Auditors found that Kiah had iliegaliy
& drawn 91,272,592 over a periocd of time as personal compen-
sation for operating the dining hall. The university

deducted $50 a month from Kiah‘s salary until bhe funds were

E ;3; repaid. These deductions, however, continued too long and
‘ ” Kiah overpaid the university by $672,02, ‘The Board of

Regents agsured Kiah thgé he would be reimbursed “if and
; when funds are available, "% ‘
E ‘the school publisﬁed no criteria for student admissiongy,
F retention, and promotion, And, there was no system of student
records, especially on Ehe coliege level. The school's dairy
farm contained an “academy" barn and a “state” barn. .The
academy barn as a source oi revenue was well-equipped and
well-maintained while the state barn was negletcted. Academy
industries provided over Zsi‘of the school’s total yearly

revenue of $40,000 and served as the principal means of

_ y ,
funding for the secondary program.”* Federal authorities

Academy from developing a full-fledged land grant curriculum,

At the time of the report, the pnysical plant of

andt

|
|
|
|
,f' believed that such tactics ultimately would prevent the

Princess Anne Academy consisted of 195 acres, including the
fmxteen acre campus and thirteen buildings. This included

the main administration building, three smgll buildings,

l' ; one dormitory, residence for the principal, a refectory,

5

. 3M1uuues of the University of Maryland., Board oE
Rapmnta4>NovemBer 15, 1935, pr. 58%~5§7

54

Klein, op, cit., p. 171,
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and f@ur small cottages for teachers.”? 1In response to

community hostility to having black faculty live in town,

teachers and students in industrial arts built the faculty

dwellings on campus. Counting the barns, all equipment and
furnishings, the total value of the property amounted to
$125,100.56 There was no library, and science laboratories
were meager,

Classes in the junior college were taught by a
faculty of '"mediocre quality, a third of the members not
yet having obtained undergraduate degrees.'" Only one teacher
had a valid Master's degree. Another had an advanced degree
from an obscure correéspondence school, Faculty salaries were
80 low that federal inspectors commented that "such low
renunieration is not of a character to inspire initiative on
the part of the teachers and renders it difficult for them
to secure -additional training through the pursuit of graduate
study in the summer."57 Two major recommendations were to
raise the salarles of the staff and secure additional
training for then.

After theilr visit to the Academy, the federal
Ingpectors concluded that Princess Anne had much room for
improvement. The Academy was principally a high school with
a small Normal Institute. The growth of the junior college

program had been too slow, and the Academy was reluctant to

LS % *

351bid., pp. 172-175.

56Ibid., p. 172.
571bid., pp. 174-175.
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! dispense with the profit-making secondary school. The

administration was not marked by a "vigorous attitude." If

the school were to survive, drastic changes would have to

ST e T TR

be instituted and implemented in the curriculum and staff,
More buildings were needed, especially a library and labor-
atory. The improvements that the survey recommended were
most commendable., Yet no one told the school authorities

!
. : where they would get the necessary finaancial resources to

carry them out,

By far the m&st significant aﬁd far-reaching con-
sequence of the federal survey was the transfer of comtrol
of Princess Anne f£rom Morgan College to the University df
Maryland, in 1928, because of the objections of the Federal
government that the school was not being rum properly. At
firs; there was nothing to show that any change had actually
taken place., Indeed, it was not until 1935 that the Uni-
versity of Maryland apprbpriated any money ($100,000) to
pay Morgan for the Academy.s8 . |

(By 1929 Princess Anne Academy had reached a point
where the land gratit mission of the school was an idea
rather than a fact. /Like many of the 1890 schools, it was
starved for resources. Being fimancially marginal and
heavily ingolved in its high school program, th; institution
could not move very far towards implementing the’léna grant

concept of public service and practical involvemeant in the

58Biennial Report, op. cit., XXXIX, (March 1935),

'p. 114'

-




54
affairs of the surroundigg community, Although the colored
extension agents scored modest successes, their influence
was minimal compared to those of College Park, The local
powers in Princess Anne virtually ignored the Academy, some-
times derisively referred to as the "Nigger College."
Princess Anne Academy's goal was survival, It would be
difficult inr the hard times ahead, Fortunately the Acadenmy
would adapt and persist, S :

\The beginn-“g of the 1930's 3% the school's en-
rollments plummet from a'high of 161 students in the 1928-
1929 term to a low of thirty two students for the 1932 ~1933
gchool year. There were two reasons for this Frecipitious

decline, |The first was the "exlgencies of the times," and

the second was the elimination of the high school program*
Indeed, 1933-1934 marked the last year of high sehool work . b
at the Academy.59‘> ) ;ﬁf

The Academy's curriculum plan was to discontinne the |
high school gradually--~to eliminate the third and fourth
years of high school and add the third and fourth years of
college, This was -only partially fulfilled, Tha high
school courses ended, but the Academy only progressed to a
two year program in agriculture and home economics: For
those students desiring to further their education, "éha
sum of $600,00 has_been made available by, the *Board of

Regents for scholarships to ingtitutions..." for students

S91bi4,
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' the Academy was similar to other schhol catalogues, listing

55
to study on the junior and senior level at out- or-state

schoo1s.%9 Rather than allow the Negroes to attend the

-College Park campus, the state set aside woney £or them to

go elsewhere. Negro attendance at white schoolg at this

tipe was unthinkable.,

7 In its attempt to meet the criticisms of the federal

- 8urvey, Princess Anne began publishing a school catalogue

*artinc'with the 1930-1631 school year, The Gatalogue of

faculty, campus description, student vrequirements, and

,courses of study. 7The catalogue stated that "the University

bf.Maryiand is showing increased interest in the development
of/agficultural, industrial, domestic art and science
education to the end that the productivity of the farms may
be increased and Negro population advanced in general
education and intelligence,"%1

The Academy tried to reach out.to the black commgaity
bj'offeringAadult education course work. In additlom to the
coilégé ieéel work in agriculture and home econoﬁics, the
Acaﬁémy aéce;teg paople gixteen years or older who 'possess
coﬁﬁbn school edﬁcatian in Engligh a;d arithmetic" ﬁo further
thgi¥~eduéétion. "Adult short courses have besn held
annually for giving instruction for one week in farm practice,

woodwork beautiflcaticn of homegrounds, personal hygiene,

501' bid., m,' (farch 1930), p. 110.

6ICata10 ue of Princess Anne Academv, Eastern Branch
of the University of Maryland. I935-I9§1 (Academy Press,

Mary and » P. 8. ~
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/ ;
“home economics, and business English, etc. to adults and the o
over~school age group of this and neighboring counties,"62
There was no caarge except for board for the sghort course, 93

Princess Aane also instituted “"Part-Time School" where i

students would work three days on the farm, shoﬁs, industries i
or,inlthe community and go to school for three.days.. In. ‘
ad@ition, the Academy now had a curriculz "designed to train
teachers of agriculture and home economics.under the provigions
of the Smith-Hughes Law."04 By 1935 the school had a library
with 2,854 volumes, Princess Anne had nade modest gains in
upgrading itgelf, Most importantiy, the high school program
was ellminated in 1935. Thus, another plateau was reached
by the school,

Given the milieu in which the school was forced to
~fun;tion, Princess Anne asserted itself in two principal
areas., With no permanent eandowment and little in the way
of scholarships, it provided training for Maryland's bdlack
youth through utilization of campus indsutries. Also,
hundredg of blacks receivad the necessary high school and
junior college instruction that waulg enable them to go on
to profitable careers. To struggle against grddding poverty

ahd racism was and is an immense task for the 1390 land

grant college., 1In Maryland, Princess Anne Academy gave

'623tennial Repart, op. cit., XXXKII, (March 1935),
P» 11"’. .

93catalogue, op. cit., 1932-1933, p. 10.
64Ibid., po" 8, p. 13.
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“young blacks an oppertunity that the white community denied
them. While the travall of the schosl's early years Qould
h?ve a lasting iafluencce on the institutional life of the

;échool, Princess Anue Academy would survive, experience

m?dest growth in the gnsuing decades, and honor its instruce
;e /

y Ll ,'1 - > L]
/ tilonal commitment to tie black ccummunity in Maryland,
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