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SECTION 1: About the Aviation Sciences Programs

Q1 What degree programs does the Department of Aviation Sciences offer?
UMES offers a Bachelor of Science in Aviation Sciences with two concentrations: Professional
Pilot and Aviation Management. Both are four-year undergraduate degrees. The department

also offers an Aviation Maintenance Management program, which is addressed in a separate
FAQ.

Q2 What is the Professional Pilot concentration?

A four-year B.S. combining academic coursework with structured flight training. Students earn
FAA certificates and ratings integrated into the degree and graduate prepared for careers as
commercial pilots. UMES is the only four-year Public Professional Pilot program in Maryland
and is FAA Restricted-ATP approved.

Q3 What is the Aviation Management concentration?

A four-year B.S. focused on the operational and business side of aviation. Students complete
core aviation courses along with accounting and economics coursework, preparing them for
management careers across the aviation industry. There is no flight training and no FAA
medical requirement.

Q4 What FAA certificates will | earn in the Professional Pilot program?
In order to graduate with the Bachelor of Science, Aviation Sciences degree, students must
earn the following FAA certificates and ratings:

+ Private Pilot Certificate — Airplane Single-Engine Land (ASEL)

* Instrument Rating — Airplane

« Commercial Pilot Certificate — Airplane Single-Engine Land

» Flight Instructor Certificate with Airplane Single-Engine Rating (CFl) or Commercial Pilot
Certificate with Airplane Multiengine Land rating

Additional optional, but recommended, certificates and ratings available to students include:
» Certified Flight Instructor — Instrument Airplane
» Certified Flight Instructor — Airplane Multiengine Land

Q5 What is the restricted priviledges ATP (R-ATP) and why does it matter?



The FAA generally requires 1,500 flight hours for an unrestricted Airline Transport Pilot
Certificate. Eligible graduates of UMES’s FAA-authorized Professional Pilot program may
qualify for a Restricted ATP at 1,000 hours after completing the required degree and FAA-
approved aviation coursework. The R-ATP permits an otherwise qualified pilot to serve as a first
officer in airline operations while building experience toward the unrestricted ATP.

Transfer Limit:

To preserve eligibility for the UMES R-ATP pathway, students should complete their instrument and
commercial pilot training through UMES. Students entering with training beyond the Private Pilot
Certificate should contact the department before enrolling.

Q6 What are the career prospects for pilots?

Long-term demand for professional pilots remains strong. Boeing’s 2026 Pilot and Technician
Outlook projects a worldwide need for approximately 674,000 new commercial pilots through
2045. In the United States, the Bureau of Labor Statistics projects approximately 18,200
openings for airline and commercial pilots each year over the 2024-2034 period. Compensation
varies substantially by employer, aircraft, position, and seniority.

SECTION 2: Admissions and Entry Requirements

Q7 Do | need an FAA Medical Certificate to join the Professional Pilot program?

Yes. Professional Pilot students must obtain an FAA First-Class Medical Certificate before
beginning flight training. Students whose medical certification is deferred, denied, or otherwise
unresolved cannot begin flight training and should consult the department and an Aviation
Medical Examiner before enrolling in the Professional Pilot concentration. Aviation Management
has no FAA medical requirement.

Q8 Can international students join the Professional Pilot program?
Yes, with three additional requirements beyond standard UMES admissions:

+ TSA Clearance: Non-U.S. Citizens must obtain Flight Training Security Program (FTSP)
clearance at fts.tsa.dhs.gov before beginning flight training.

+  FAA U.S. Agent for Service: Individuals who have a foreign address and no U.S.
physical address of record with the FAA must designate a U.S. Agent for Service before
applying for or holding certain FAA certificates, ratings, or authorizations.

* UMES International Admissions: All standard UMES international admissions
requirements must be met first.

Q9 When do new Professional Pilot students begin flight training?

Students entering in Fall 2026 or later, who do not hold pilot certifications, generally begin flight
training in the fall of their second year. During the first fall semester, students take AVSC 100,
AVSC 112, and AVSC 131. Students who successfully complete those courses may enroll in
AVSC 141, Private Pilot Ground, during the spring semester. Successful completion of AVSC
141 and the FAA Private Pilot Airplane Knowledge Test allows students to become eligible for
flight training the following fall, provided all other flight-training requirements have been met.

Q10 What must | complete before beginning flight training?

Before beginning flight training, students must successfully complete AVSC 100, AVSC 112,
AVSC 131, and AVSC 141. Students must also satisfy all published flight-training requirements,
including the required FAA medical certificate, identification and citizenship or TSA
documentation, and pass the FAA Private Pilot Airplane Knowledge Test. Completion of the



prerequisite courses establishes academic eligibility but does not waive other flight-training
requirements.

Q11 Will my community college general education credits transfer to UMES?

Eligible coursework is evaluated under UMES policy and Maryland transfer-credit regulations.
General education courses completed at a Maryland community college may satisfy applicable
UMES degree requirements. Students should work with a UMES advisor to confirm how
individual courses will apply.

Q12 Can | complete an associate degree and then finish the Professional Pilot program
in two years?

Generally, no. Transfer students without prior pilot certification must still complete the required
aviation sequence before beginning flight training. This includes AVSC 100, AVSC 112, and
AVSC 131, followed by AVSC 141, Private Pilot Ground. Eligible students normally begin flight
training the following fall. Therefore, completing most general education requirements before
transferring does not reduce the Professional Pilot concentration to two additional years.

Because fewer general education courses may remain, transfer students may also have
difficulty maintaining a full-time schedule during the initial aviation sequence. Students should
consult the department before finalizing a transfer plan.

SECTION 3: Flight Training Operations (Professional Pilot)

Q13 Are there additional costs beyond regular UMES tuition?

Yes. Flight training fees are charged above standard tuition and vary by course level. These
fees are billed to your UMES student account. Flight-training fees are included in the student’s
estimated Cost of Attendance and may be considered when determining financial-aid eligibility.
Current fee schedules are available on the Aviation Sciences website.

Q14 How are flights scheduled?

New students entering in Fall 2026 or later normally become eligible for flight training in the fall
of their second year after completing the required first-year aviation sequence. Once enrolled in
a flight course, students are assigned recurring weekly flight blocks designed to support
completion of the course within the semester. Students must have all required documents and
approvals on file before a flight block can be assigned.

Q15 Can | transfer credit for prior flight training?

Prior flight training may be accepted through the Private Pilot Certificate level. Because FAA R-
ATP eligibility requires specified instrument and commercial training and coursework to be
completed through an authorized institution, students with training beyond the Private Pilot level
should contact the department before enrolling. Prior advanced training may affect course
placement and R-ATP eligibility.

Q16 Can students with prior flight training begin flight courses earlier?

Students who enter UMES with a valid Private Pilot Certificate or approved prior aviation
coursework may follow a different course sequence. The department will review the student’s
certificates, flight records, and prior coursework to determine appropriate placement. Students
should submit documentation to the Department of Aviation Sciences before advising or
registration.



SECTION 4: The Aviation Management Concentration

Q17 Does Aviation Management include flight training or extra fees?

No. Aviation Management students pay standard UMES tuition and fees only. There are no
flight training fees, aircraft costs, or simulator charges, making the total cost comparable to
other undergraduate degrees at UMES.

Q18 What courses make up the Aviation Management concentration?

Students complete core aviation courses covering topics such as aviation safety, air traffic
management, meteorology, and aviation law, supplemented by accounting and economics
coursework that equips graduates for the financial and operational demands of management
roles in the industry.

Q19 What careers does Aviation Management lead to?
Graduates pursue management and leadership roles across the aviation industry, including:
« Airlines: Operations, crew scheduling, ground operations, finance, and corporate
leadership.
« Airports: Terminal operations, airport administration, and concessions management.
* Federal Aviation Administration (FAA): Safety inspectors, air traffic organization
management, and regulatory program roles.
+ Auviation Safety: Safety Management Systems (SMS) program roles and security
positions.
* Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS): Management roles in the rapidly expanding drone
industry.

+ Defense and Government: Civilian program management and logistics supporting
military aviation.

Q20 Can | switch between concentrations?

Yes, but early advising is essential. Credit applicability varies between concentrations and
switching late may extend your time to graduation. Some students begin in Aviation
Management while resolving an FAA medical issue, then transition to Professional Pilot. Speak
with the department before making any change.

SECTION 5: Airline Relationships and Career Pathways

Q21 Does UMES have airline relationships?

Yes. UMES Aviation Sciences maintains established relationships with regional and major
airline carriers that provide structured pathways for graduates. Current airline relationships
include:

* Republic Airways
» Alaska Airlines / Horizon Air
These relationships offer mentorship, interview preparation, and structured pathways from

regional to major carrier employment. New relationships are announced regularly. See
wwwcp.umes.edu/aviation/program-partnerships/ for current details.



SECTION 6: Paying for Your Aviation Sciences Degree

Q22 Do | need to file the FAFSA?

Yes, and as early as possible. The FAFSA (studentaid.gov) is required for federal grants,
subsidized loans, work-study, and many scholarships. Flight training fees are included in your
Cost of Attendance, so financial aid can apply to those costs.

Q23 What federal loans are available?

Undergraduate students are eligible for Federal Direct Loans — no credit check, fixed interest
rates. Current annual limits:

Year in School Dependent Student Independent Student

Freshman (0-27 credits) $5,500 $9,500
Sophomore (28-55 credits) $6,500 $10,500
Junior & Senior (56+ credits) $7,500 $12,500

Subsidized loans are need-based (government covers interest while enrolled). Unsubsidized
loans are available to all eligible students (interest accrues from disbursement). First-time
borrowers must complete Entrance Counseling and sign a Master Promissory Note at
studentaid.gov.

Q24 What is the Parent PLUS Loan and what has changed?

Parents of dependent students may use Parent PLUS Loans to cover eligible costs not met by
other financial aid. Beginning July 1, 2026, most new Parent PLUS borrowing is limited to
$20,000 per academic year per student and $65,000 in total for that student’s undergraduate
education. Limited exceptions may apply to certain continuing borrowers. Families should
consult the UMES Financial Aid Office before relying on Parent PLUS Loans to cover flight-
training costs.

Q25 What are Alternative (Private) Loans?
Private loans from banks are available when federal aid does not fully cover costs. Exhaust all
federal options first. Key points:

* You have the right to choose any lender

+ Compare lenders using ELM Select at elmselect.com (UMES School ID: 16)

* A FAFSA is not required to apply, but is strongly encouraged

* Repayment terms and interest rates vary by lender — review carefully

Aviation Management students:

With no flight training fees, private loans are rarely necessary for the Aviation Management
concentration.

Q26 Are there aviation-specific scholarships?

Yes, in addition to UMES institutional scholarships and federal/state grants:
* University Aviation Association (UAA) — uaa.aero/scholarships.php
* My Scholly — myscholly.com



* UMES Scholarships — umes.edu/scholarships

Q27 What happens to my financial aid if | drop below full-time enroliment?

Changing enrollment status may affect grants, loans, scholarships, satisfactory academic
progress, and the timing or amount of future aid. Students considering dropping or withdrawing
from a course should contact the UMES Financial Aid Office before making the change.

Contact Us

Department of Aviation Sciences
*  Website: wwwcp.umes.edu/aviation/
* Professional Pilot: wwwcp.umes.edu/aviation/professional-pilot/
+ Aviation Management: wwwcp.umes.edu/aviation/aviation-management/
» Phone: (410) 651-6365

Financial Aid Office
» Financial Aid: umes.edu/financialaid
+ Alternative Loans: wwwcp.umes.edu/financialaid/alternative-educational-loans/
* Lender Comparison: elmselect.com (School ID: 16)
» Federal Student Aid: studentaid.gov
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