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I went to the bookstore yesterday

• At the UMES bookstore, a student with an average semester of gen ed
courses would spend:

$950

Based on:  MATH101, PSYC101, BIOL101/103, SPAN101, ARTS101



Maryland Open Source Textbook Initiative

• In the 2014, The Kirwan Center for Academic Innovation began the 
MOST Initiative. 

• This was begun when the Student Government Association 
approached the CAI to discuss the textbook costs crisis. 

• Since spring 2014, the MOST initiative has saved USM students over 
$1 million in text book costs with no reduction in quality.  



MOST Mini-grants

• Last spring, the CAI awarded 20 mini grants to faculty across the 
University System of Maryland.

• Two of those grants came to the UMES English Department.  

• This semester, almost all ENGL courses will be open source.

• By the end of this academic year, all ENGL courses will be using OER.



Implementing OER in our 
biggest courses



English 101/102 – transition to Open Source 
• Freshman composition

• Goal to use the process of writing as a means to discover, develop, test, and refine 
ideas, and develop techniques and strategies for expressing, organizing and 
presenting those ideas effectively.  

• Course Instructional Materials 
• Readings on writing (e.g., argumentation, research 

strategy, citation style guide)

• Written works where students are able to see  
application (essays, news stories, and other publications)

• Multimodal writing samples (e.g., narratives from Moth 
Radio Hour)

• Online grammar language program to supplement 
instruction

• Previous text - $150



English 101/102 – transition to Open Source 

• Lumen online text -
• Has a compilation of materials that are 

comparable to previous texts 
• Multimodal resources
• Timely, relevant resources as well as classic essays 

examples
• Ample resources

• Able to make page level edits (grant money)
• Materials are loaded into Blackboard course
• Materials can be personalized, hidden, or 

enhanced
• Blackboard tools – “motivate” reading without use 

of quiz



English 101 course

Link to Comp Text

Folders with text materials

As these are 
Blackboard folders, 
names can be 
changed, folders 
reordered, etc.



Page in text



Multimodal resources to increase 
engagement and appeal to diverse 

learning styles

Bottom of page 1.1

Close/Hide files you do not want to use 



My PowerPoint file

Embed/insert your own resources 
within the folder. In 101/102, we are 
continuing to add our own resources 
(assignment documents, rubrics, 
lectures) to the folder so we can be sure 
all students have access to the same 
materials.

My YouTube video link

My Assignment link


